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SUBJECT : OFFICIAL- INFORMAL 

REF: A) BONN 7768; B) STATE 77792 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFTELS, I RAISED THE 
PRESIDENT' S BERLIN SPEECH WITH KOPTELSEV DURING OUR 
LUNCHEON ON TUESDAY, MARCH 17. OTHER SUBJECTS RAISED 
IN THIS CONVERSATION ARE BEING REPORTED IN SEPTEL. 

3. WITHOUT DESCRIBING OTHER DETAILS OF THE PROGRAM, 

1 TOLD KOPTELSEV THAT A MAJOR EVENT WOULD BE A SPEECH 
BY THE PRESIDENT AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE. I SAID THE 
SPEECH WOULD BE POSITIVE IN TONE AND WOULD STRESS THE 
NEED TO IMPROVE COOPERATION BETWEEN EAST AND WEST . I 
ADDED THAT THE SPEECH WOULD PROBABLY CONCLUDE WITH 
SEVERAL INITIATIVES AIMED AT GIVING CONTENT TO THE 
PRESIDENT'S POINTS. 

4. KOPTELSEV SEEMED NOT TO BE CONCERNED BY THE NEWS. 
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HE SAID IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO DELIVER A POSITIVE 
SPEECH, BUT THAT HE ASSUMED THE PRESIDENT WOULD ALSO 
MAKE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE WALL AND HUMAN RIGHTS. I 
SAID THAT THIS WOULD OF COURSE BE THE CASE, BUT THAT 
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THE OVERALL TONE OF THE SPEECH WOULD BE POSITIVE. 
KOPTELSEV SAID THE SOVIETS WOULD UNDERSTAND THE NEED 
FOR "STANDARD" LANGUAGE. MOST INTERESTING WOULD BE 
THE POSITIVE PROPOSALS IN THE SPEECH. 

5. KOPTELSEV ADDED THAT HE THOUGHT ARMS CONTROL 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD MOVE RAPIDLY. PERHAPS THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE GENERAL SECRETARY COULD SIGN THE 
INF AGREEMENT IN BERLIN. I SAID I HAD HEARD NOTHING 
OF SUCH A POSSIBILITY. WE DID, HOWEVER, THINK THAT 
EAST-WEST MEETINGS COULD BE SCHEDULED SO THAT THEY 
ALTERNATED BETWEEN THE TWO HALVES OF THE CITY. WE 
THOUGHT ALSO THAT QA IMPLEMENTATION COULD BE IMPROVED 
WITHOUT ENDANGERING THE LEGAL POSITIONS OF EITHER 
SIDE. THE SPEECH WAS LIKELY TO CONTAIN SUCH IDEAS. 
KOPTELSEV SAID THE SOVIETS HAD BEEN THINKING IN THE 
SAME DIRECTION. 

6. AS NOTED IN SEPTEL, KOPTELSEV TRIED TO STRESS THE 
NEED FOR US-SOVIET COOPERATION IN CENTRAL EUROPE. HE 
PINNED THIS NEED TO LIKELY LONGER-TERM DEVELOPMENTS 
IN GERMANY. KORNBLUM 
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